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you continually ? If you have not, don't 
you think it is high time you reach that 
point? Have-you considered that we 
must be without spot and blameless? 
How much more time do you expect in 
which to lay aside the weights that have 
so long hindered your usefulness and 
given you sorrow instead of joy ? Have 
you considered a few more days or a few 
more years and we must depart from 
this earth and, then enjoy eternal life or 
suffer everlasting punishment ? If you 
have not grasp the arm of Jesus by faith, 
pray till the clouds of doubt are dis- 
persed, go to him boldly and ask for 
just what you know you are in need of. 
Remember nothing is too hard for the 
Lord. 

Summit Mills, Pa. 

FRU1TFULXESS 

J. F.  KOONTZ 

Pruitfulness in the divine life, stands 
opposed to an empty, barren, and un- 
productive profession of religion; or 
that state of things to which Christ 
would turn the mind or attention to 
when he addresses the church in Sard is: 
"I know thy works, that thou hast a 
name that thou livest and art dead." 
Rev. 3:1. The writers of both the Old 
and New Testaments speak much upon 
this subject; at one time encouraging 
the people of God to press after it, and 
to seek to possess it, as the end which 
is to be accomplished in them by means 
of their attendance on divine ordinances 
as they are given to us in His word, at 
another solemnly warning them of the 
awful consequences of remaining un- 
fruitful under the advantages of religi- 
ous instruction with which they may be 
privileged. Ps. 92:12-15. Matt, 13 : 3-9 
Heb. 5; 12-14, 6 :7,8. But this all import- 
ant subject is more especiallyinsisted up- 
on and most strikingly illustrated in John 
15, where he not only states its vast im- 
portance to all his disciples if they would 
promote the glory of God, but he brings 
it under the beautiful similitude of a 
vine and its branches, points out to them 
the only possible way of attaining it. 
Christ says, "Abide in me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot, (not may not) but 
cannot, bear fruit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine; no more can ye, ex- 
cept ye abide in me. lam the vine, ye 
are the branches, He that abideth in 
me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much (abundant) fruit, for without (or 
severed from) me ye can do nothing." 
John 15 :4-5. To understand this, it 
must be remembered that in Christ, the 
one mediator between God and man, the 
one advocate of all God's dear children, 
and the only Savior of the world, it hath 
pleased God, the Father, that in him 
should all fullness dwell. Col. 1:19. 
That the majesty, power and goodness 
of God should be manifested in and by 
Christ Jesus.   Fullness here must refer 

to the divine nature dwelling in the man 
Christ Jesus. 

Christ is made unto the children of 
God wisdom and righteousness and sanc- 
tification, and redemption. I Cor. 1:30. 
By believing, to the strict obedience of 
His word, the divine testimony concern- 
ing him and his doctrines, as the Son of 
God, as was delivered even unto death 
for the offences of the guilty and raised 
again for their justification, they became 
virtually united to him as the branches 
are united to the vine, and this engraft- 
ing takes place at baptism, it is a mis- 
taken idea that when we are baptized, 
we are baptized into the church. 

The scriptures teach us that we are 
baptized into Christ. Paul says, in Rom. 
6 :3 that so many of us as were bap- 
tized into Christ," etc., and he also says, 
"For as many of you as have been bap- 
tized into Christ have put on Christ." 
Gal. 3 :27. and so are said to be in 
Christ or in him. Rom. 8:1; Col, 2 ; 6 ; 
I John 5 : 20. 

Christ is not only the ohject of our 
faith, hope and love, but the very life of 
our souls also. I am crucified with 
Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me, and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me.    Gal. 2 :20. 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid 
with Christ in God. When Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with him in glory. Col. 
3:3,4. And as believers live in him, 
or which is the same thing, "live by the 
faith of the Son of God, upon that fullness 
which is treasured up in him, so it is by 
means of his words, in the doctrines con- 
cerning him, dwelling in us richly thro 
the power of the Holy Spirit, that he 
lives and abides in us and quickened us 
at first from a death in trespasses and 
sins to a life of obedience acceptable to 
God. 

And you hath he quickened who were 
dead in trespasses and sins, Eph. 2 :1. 
Even when we were dead in sin, hath 
quickened us together with Christ and 
hath raised us up together, and made us 
sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. Eph.2:5,6. And makes us 
fruitful in every good word and work. 
John 15:8-16. 

By the bearing of much fruit we dem- 
onstrate at least two things. 1. That 
God is glorified. 2. That we are his 
disciples.    John 15:8. 

All disciples have been chosen, 
ordained, and sent out to bring forth 
much fruit, and if we are faithful to him 
that sent us, whatsoever we shall ask of 
the Father in Christ's name, shall be 
given us ; let us believe it. John 15 :16. 
Fruitfulness in religion must necessari- 
ly include in it a growth in knowledge. 
Col, 1 :9,10. It stands opposed to that 
state of childhood which the apostle al- 

ludes to and blames in many professors. 
Eph. 4 :14 ; Heb. 5 :12. 

But there must also be a growth in 
faith, in love, and in conformity to 
the will of God, or to the image of his 
Son, Jesus Christ. Eph. 4 :13-16, We 
also find the Apostle Peter exhorting 
his brethren, who had obtained like pre- 
cious faith with himself, to give all dili- 
gence by a continual increase in every 
Christian virtue, to make their calling 
and election sure, for if these things be 
in you and abound, they make you that 
ye shall neither be barren nor unfruit- 
ful in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, and with that he 
connects their enjoying an abundant en- 
trance into his everlasting kingdom. 
II Peter 1:5-11. God is faithful to ful- 
fill all his promises. The fruitful branch- 
es are promised a place at his right hand 
in his eternal kingdom, to enjoy all the 
blessings of the glory world. 

He has also promised to the unfruitful 
branches that they will be as severed 
branches and men will gather them up 
and cast them into the fire and they are 
burned. 

There is nothing that will pay so well 
as to bear fruit unto God. Nothing will 
give greater dividends. May fruit bear- 
ing to the Lord be the chief ambition of 
our lives so that all may be gathered in- 
to one garner and be forever blessed. 

Conemaugh, Pa. 

THE EMPIRE AT THE FIRESIDE 

CLARA W.   MILLER 

"Woman's empire, holier, more refined, 
Moulds,   moves,   and   sways   the  fallen    yet    God- 

breathed mind, 
Lifting the earth-crushed heart to hope and heaven." 

There is no empire like that which is 
crowned and sceptered by a Godly moth- 
er. Her enthronement is complete, her 
reign is unrivalled, and the moral issues 
of her empire are eternal. "Her child- 
ren rise up and call her blessed." It is 
a Scotch maxim that, "An ounce of 
mother is worth more than a pound of 
clergy." Napoleon said, "The great 
need of France is mothers." Mahomet 
said, "Paradise is at the feet of moth- 
ers." 

What a band of matchless women were 
Miriam the prophetess, Deborah who 
arose a mother in Israel, Mary with her 
alabaster box of ointment of spikenard, 
Martha prominent in service, Anna who 
served God night and day, Dorcas full 
of good works. Lydia a seller of purple 
whose heart the Lord opened, Phoebe a 
servant of the church, Priscilla a helper 
in Christ Jesus, and grandmother Lois 
and her daughter Eunice both of un- 
feigned faith. 

"Earth's noblest thing is a woman perfected." 

How sad is the commentary on the 
lives of such mothers as Maachah, 
whose son was Abijah who filled the 


